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INTRODUCTION 

 The following lesson plans are designed for high school students as supplemental 

classroom resources for educators to share with their students upon viewing the National 

Museum of Animals & Society (NMAS) exhibit My Dog is My Home: The Experience of 

Human-Animal Homelessness.   The curriculum explores the causes of homelessness for human-

animal families, how animals are considered to be members of a family unit, the reciprocal 

benefits of humans and animals maintaining their family during a homeless experience, the 

challenges involved in this effort, and solutions to assist human-animal homeless populations. It 

is the museum’s hope that this exhibit inspires the viewer to consider the homeless issue through 

an empathetic and solution-based lens.  

      The subject matter of this exhibit lends itself to high school students (Grades 9-12) 

since they may comprehend the complexity of the homeless issue and are nearing the age of 

becoming responsible citizens within their communities where they may be able to advocate for 

human-animal homeless populations. Students within this age range may have encountered 

human-animal homeless populations firsthand while not understanding the contributing causes to 

this complex issue.  This curriculum integrates the following disciplines: visual arts, reading, 

social studies, technology, and writing while encouraging active citizenship, critical thinking and 

team building skills and volunteer and service learning opportunities.   Additionally, this 

curriculum is aligned to California Public Schools Common Core and Advanced Visual Arts 

State Standards, Grades 9-12. 
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Learner Outcomes Guidelines 

Upon viewing the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit, student viewers will be able to: 

1.  List the causes of human-animal homelessness. 
 
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subject 
2.  (Grades 9-12) Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 
4.  (Grades 9-12) Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
6.  (Grades 9-10) Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to 
other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

6.  (Grades 11-12) Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

 
Writing Standards 
7.  (Grades 9-10) Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and 
investigation. 

7.  (Grades 11-12) Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

 
2.  Explain how animals are considered to be members of a family unit. 
 
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
2.   (Grades 9-12) Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 
 
Speaking and Listening Standards 
5.   (Grades 9-12) Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest. 

 
3.  Identify the reciprocal benefits of human-animal families maintaining their family unit 
during a homeless experience. 
 
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies  
2.   (Grades 9-10) Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
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provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 
2.  (Grades 11-12) Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and 
ideas. 

7.  (Grades 9-10) Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with 
qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 

7.  (Grades 11-12) Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

 
Reading Standards for Information Text 
3.  (Grades 9-10) Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 

how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 
3.  (Grades 11-12) Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 

individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
 
Advanced Visual Arts Standards 
2.0 Creative Expression: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts   

Students apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate 
meaning and intent in original works of art.  

 
4.  Identify the challenges of human-animal homeless populations. 
 
Reading Standards for Information Text 
2.  (Grades 9-10) Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
2.  (Grades 11-12) Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 

of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

 
Writing Standards 
1.   (Grades 9-12) Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 
Advanced Visual Arts Standards 
1.0   Artistic Perception: Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information 

Through the Language and Skills Unique to the Visual Arts Students perceive and 
respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, and the environment. They also use the 
vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations.  

 
5.   Discuss solutions to assist human-animal homeless populations. 
 
Speaking and Listening Standards 
1.  (Grades 9-12) Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
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on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

4.  (Grades 9-10) Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically (using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation) such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and 
style are appropriate to purpose (e.g., argument, narrative, informative, response to literature 
presentations), audience, and task.  

4.  (Grades 11-12) Present information, findings, and supporting evidence (e.g., reflective, 
historical investigation, response to literature presentations), conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective and a logical argument, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal 
tasks. Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 
Advanced Visual Arts Standards 
3.0 Historical and Cultural Context: Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural 
Dimensions of the Visual Arts  

Students analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures 
throughout the world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists.  

4.0 Aesthetic Valuing: Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the 
Visual Arts  

Students analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, 
according to the elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities.  

 
6.  Demonstrate how to advocate for a cause, specifically, on behalf of human-animal 
homeless populations. 
 
Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
4.  (Grades 9-12) Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
6.  (Grades 9-10) Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to 
other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

6.  (Grades 11-12) Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

7.  (Grades 9-12) Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 

 
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies  
9.  (Grades 9-10) Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and 

secondary sources. 
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9.  (Grades 11-12) Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 
 
Reading Standards for Information Text 
5.  (Grades 9-10) Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the 

major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 
5.  (Grades 11-12) Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the 

role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.  
 
Writing Standards 
2.  (Grades 9-10) Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

2.  (Grades 11-12) Write informative/explanatory texts, including career development documents 
(e.g., simple business letters and job applications), to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 

6.  (Grades 9-10) Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link 
to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and 
citing sources. 

6.  (Grades 11-12) Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

9.  (Grades 9-12) Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

 
References:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

· What causes human-animal homelessness? 

· How are animals considered to be members of a family unit? 

· What are the benefits to human-animal families maintaining their family unit during a 

homeless experience? 

· What are the challenges that human-animal homeless populations face? 

· What are possible solutions to solving this issue? 

· What can people do to help human-animal homeless populations? 
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NMAS My Dog is My Home:  Lesson One 

Student viewers will explore the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit at the National Museum of 

Animals and Society (NMAS) website at www.museumofanimals.org.  By viewing the exhibit 

photographs, videos, artwork and information, students will gain knowledge and awareness of 

how homelessness impacts human-animal families and also gain information on how to assist 

these populations.   

 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to: 

· Identify the causes and challenges of human-animal homelessness. 

· Explain how animals are considered to be members of a family unit. 

· Explain the reciprocal benefits of human-animal families maintaining their family unit 

through a homeless experience. 

· List the ways in which people may assist and positively impact human-animal homeless 

populations. 

 

Pre-requisite skills: 

Student preparation:  Students will have viewed the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit on the 

NMAS website at www.museumofanimals.org.   

Instructor preparation:  Instructors should be familiar with the NMAS My Dog is My Home 

exhibit and exhibit resources.  
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Materials: 

· NMAS website:  www.museumofanimals.org 

· NMAS My Dog is My Home:  Lesson One Worksheet 

 

Anticipatory Set: 

Begin by asking the students the following questions to build a discussion: 

· “Have you ever encountered homeless people?” Answers may vary. 

· “Have you ever encountered homeless people with animals?” Answers may vary. 

·  “What were your initial thoughts and feelings?  Answers may vary 

· “What kinds of things do people and animals need to survive?”  Food, water, clothing, 

shelter, healthcare, safe living environment, companionship, etc. 

· “How would you feel if you were suddenly found homeless?”  Answers may vary. 

· “What would you leave behind and what would you keep if you were homeless?”  

Answers may vary. 

· “Do you have pets or know anyone who has pets?” Answers may vary. 

· “Do you feel that animals are members of a family?” Answers may vary. 

Today we will be discussing the issue of human-animal homelessness and viewing the NMAS 

My Dog is My Home exhibit.   

 

Teaching: 

Discuss what students feel are the causes and challenges to human-animal homeless populations 

and their current attitudes towards homeless populations.  
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Input: 

Have students log-on to the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit website and provide Lesson 

One Worksheets for students to follow the online exhibit and answer questions listed on the 

worksheets.  Explain that they will be working in teams to complete the assignment based upon 

the information provided by viewing the exhibit. Cite examples of how human-animal families 

have lost their homes (i.e. natural disasters, joblessness, domestic violence, runaways, etc.).   

 

Modeling: 

After viewing the online exhibit photos, video, artwork, and information, demonstrate how to 

navigate the NMAS website and complete the Lesson One Worksheet by working in teams. 

 

Check for Understanding: 

Review exhibit’s content with students.  Answer any student questions regarding the topics 

discussed through the exhibit. 

 

Guided Practice: 

Take the students to a computer lab and pair off students in teams of two or three to use the 

NMAS My Dog is My Home website to research and complete the Lesson One Worksheet.  Try 

to team up students with learning disabilities with gifted students, ESL learners with bilingual 

students, and visual learners with auditory learners. Monitor student progress and assist the 

teams as necessary. 
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Closure: 

Discuss student responses to the exhibit.  Ask students if their opinion on human-animal 

populations has changed from viewing the exhibit.   

 

Independent Practice: 

Students will be asked to think about what they learned from viewing the exhibit.  Hopefully 

students will have gained awareness and empathy for human-animal homeless populations and 

feel compelled to assist human-animal homeless populations in the future.  Students will 

complete their My Dog is My Home Lesson One Worksheets as homework if not completed in 

class.  Encourage students to share what they have learned with their families. 

 

Adaptations for students with learning disabilities: 

Students with learning disabilities will be teamed up with gifted students, and ESL students will 

be teamed up with bilingual students to assist them with any questions they may have in 

completing the assignment.  Accommodations may be made and additional time may be spent 

working with those students to assist them in completing their worksheets as needed. 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on completion of the My Dog is My Home Lesson One Worksheet. 

Criteria:  80% mastery 

The handouts will be graded but may be weighted by participation in class discussions and 

teamwork contributions. 
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My Dog is My Home: Lesson One Worksheet Answer Key 

1.  List examples of how human-animal families become homeless.   

· Lack of affordable housing that allows for animals 

· Lack of available social services and resources for human-animal families 

· Domestic violence 

· Natural Disasters 

· Lack of a caring support system 

· Job Loss 

· Health Issues (disabilities, mental health and substance abuse issues) 

· Unstable home environments (teen runaways, high %  of GLBTQ populations) 

2.  List the challenges that human-animal homeless populations face. 

· Locating adequate nondiscriminatory housing and social services that assist human-

animal families. 

· Locating veterinary services and medical care that assist human-animal homeless 

populations. 

· Access to food, shelter, clothing, safety, and necessary supplies to survive. 

· Discrimination 

3.  What are the reciprocal benefits of human-animal families maintaining their family unit 

during a homeless experience? 

· Emotional support system for each other 

· Companionship 
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· Caregivers 

· Animals spend their time in the out of doors with their people 

4.  How can people assist human-animal homeless populations? 

· Society viewing animals as family members. 

· Available housing, social services, and resources to assist human-animal families. 

· Donating food, clothing, supplies, crates, and financial support to homeless, domestic 

abuse, teen runaway, and animal shelters. 

· Available medical and veterinary services for human-animal families. 

· Volunteering at local homeless, domestic abuse, teen runaway, and animal shelters. 

· Advocating for human-animal homeless families. 

5.  What photograph, video, or artwork from the exhibit impacted you the most and why?   

Responses may vary 

6. How did this particular piece affect you?   

Responses may vary 

7. How would you imagine the human-animal families might feel? 

Responses may vary 

8.  Based on what you have learned from this exhibit, have your views of human-animal 

homeless populations changed? If so, how? 

Responses may vary 

9. Having viewed this exhibit, do you think that animals are family members?  Why or why 

not? 

Responses may vary 
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Names:_____________________________ 

Date:______________________________ 

 

My Dog is My Home: Lesson One Worksheet  

1.  List examples of how human-animal families become homeless.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  List the challenges that human-animal homeless populations face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What are the reciprocal benefits of human-animal families maintaining their family unit 

during a homeless experience? 
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4.  How can people assist human-animal homeless populations? 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What photograph, video, or artwork from the exhibit impacted you the most and why?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How did this particular piece affect you?   
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7. How would you imagine the human-animal families might feel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Based on what you have learned from this exhibit, have your views of human-animal 

homeless populations changed?  If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Having viewed this exhibit, do you think that animals are family members?  Why or why 

not? 
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My Dog is My Home:  Lesson Two – What Is a Family? 

Utilizing the artistic medium of the instructor or student’s choice (drawing, painting, 

photography, diorama, or sculpture), students will create family portraits that include animals as 

members of a family unit.  Upon viewing the My Dog is My Home exhibit, students will write a 

letter to The National Museum of Animals and Society sharing what they have learned about 

human-animal homeless populations and how the exhibit has changed their views on this issue.  

The portraits and letters will be featured on the museums exhibit website to enable the students 

to share their work and discuss what they have learned with others.   

 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson students will: 

· Have created a family portrait that includes animal companions as members of a family. 

· Be able to explain why animals are considered to be members of a family unit. 

 

Pre-requisite skills: 

Students should have viewed the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit and have completed 

Lesson One. 

 

Materials: 

· Art supplies based upon the instructors and/or students chosen medium (drawing, 

painting, photography, diorama, or sculpture) 
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· Letter-writing paper 

· Large mailing-envelope for students’ portraits and letters.   

· Students may choose to email photos of their artwork and letters to the museum. 

 

Anticipatory Set: 

Review the My Dog is My Home exhibit with students and various portraits of human-animal 

families.  Discuss the various artist media used to create portraits. 

 

Teaching: 

Discuss how the NMAS My Dog is My Home portraits may be considered ‘family portraits’ and 

what students consider to be the criteria when determining what constitutes a family:  human-

only families vs. human-animal families.  The discussion may compare human-animal families 

to biological, adopted, foster, and other non-traditional family units relatable to diverse student 

audiences within their community. Student reflections may vary based upon their diverse 

backgrounds, cultures and experiences.   

 

Input: 

Explain how students are to complete their own family portraits that include animals as members 

of a family unit.  Encourage students who do not have animal companions to create an imaginary 

animal companion. Pass out the necessary materials for creating the portrait depending upon the 

selected medium.  Explain the criteria for completing the project and how each portrait must 

include at least one human and one animal as family members.  Encourage students to be 
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creative with their interpretations of a human-animal family.   

 

Modeling: 

Explain how the family portraits may contain similar elements as those photographs and 

artworks displayed in the My Dog is My Home exhibit. Students may review the exhibit for 

inspiration if needed.  Explain how they will develop their own original human-animal family 

portrait. 

 

Check for Understanding: 

Answer any student questions regarding the exhibit and topics discussed.  Monitor students’ 

progress and assist as needed. 

 

Guided Practice: 

Remind students to reflect on what they viewed in the My Dog is My Home exhibit.  Monitor 

student progress and answer any questions they may have.   

 

Closure: 

Have students share their family portraits with the class by posting them on a wall (or other 

similar surface) and discuss what elements they have included within their portraits that take 

human-animal families into consideration.  The portraits may be mailed to the NMAS to be 

displayed on the My Dog is My Home exhibit website. 
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Independent Practice:   

Students will complete their portraits if they had not done so in class and write a letter to the 

NMAS that shares what they have learned from the My Dog is My Home exhibit and how their 

views of what constitutes a family has changed.  

 

Adaptations for students with learning disabilities: 

Students with learning disabilities will be teamed up with gifted students, and ESL students will 

be teamed up with bilingual students to assist them with any questions they may have in 

completing their family portraits, and letters to the NMAS.  The medium for the portraits should 

be selected to accommodate for all students, including any students with learning disabilities. 

Additional time may be spent with those students to assist them in completing their assignments 

as needed. 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on: 

· Their inclusion of animals as vital family members in their portraits. 

· Their portraits illustrating a collaboration of artistic composition, skills and creativity. 

· Their ability to explain what constitutes a family unit. 

· Their completed letters to The National Museum of Animals and Society that address 

human-animal homelessness and are free from spelling and grammatical errors. 
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Lesson Three:  Advocating for Human-Animal Homeless Populations 

 Students will write advocacy letters to a homeless human or animal shelter of their choice 

through researching a local homeless human, animal, domestic abuse, teen, or disaster relief 

shelter.  Other organizations may include local housing authorities, rental properties, veterinary 

clinics, and homeless advocacy organizations that currently do not allow for the residency or 

treatment of homeless animals.  The NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit website will be 

utilized as a resource to begin researching various organizations.  Once students have selected an 

organization, they will write an advocacy letter based upon the “Advocacy Letter Sample” 

posted on the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit website (see Lesson Three webpage).  

Students will also be encouraged to volunteer at local homeless, domestic abuse, disaster relief, 

teen run away, or animal shelters, and to continue advocating for homeless human-animal 

populations. 

 

Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson students will be able to: 

· Explain why animals are considered to be members of a family unit. 

· Identify discriminatory practices that impact human-animal homeless populations by not 

viewing animals as family members. 

· Write an advocacy letter to support a cause. 
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Pre-requisite skills: 

Students will have viewed the NMAS My Dog is My Home exhibit and have completed Lesson 

One.  Students will have a basic understanding of professional letter writing.   

 

Materials: 

· NMAS My Dog is My Home Lesson Three webpage. 

· Letter writing paper 

· Mailing envelope for student’s letters 

· Postage 

· Students may choose to email their letters to the organization of their choice. 

 

Anticipatory Set: 

Review the My Dog is My Home exhibit Lesson Three website page with students.  Discuss how 

students will be researching a local organization of their choice to advocate for homeless human-

animal families.  Discuss the meaning of the word “advocate” (promoting a cause or the interest 

of others) and how advocacy can be a useful tool in promoting positive change through citing 

various examples of successful advocacy campaigns (human rights, animal rights, environmental 

rights, etc.) 

 

Teaching: 

Referring to the NMAS My Dog is My Home Lesson Three website page, explain what elements 

are necessary in writing a professional advocacy letter:  letter format, salutation, correct spelling 
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and grammar, addressing the letter and mailing envelope to the right department / person, stating 

the issue, proposing a solution, closure, signature, and how to follow-up. 

 

Input: 

Explain how students are to complete their own advocacy letter to an organization of their choice 

utilizing the NMAS My Dog is My Home website Lesson Three page.  Begin by having students 

locate a local organization to advocate for human-animal populations through the resources listed 

on the Lesson Three webpage.  Utilizing the Letter Writing Sample on the page, letter paper, and 

mailing envelopes, students will compose their advocacy letters.  Students may choose to email 

their letters.   

 

Modeling: 

Explain how the advocacy letters will include the same formatting and may contain similar 

elements as the Letter Writing Sample on the My Dog is My Home exhibit Lesson Three 

webpage. Students may review the exhibit for inspiration if needed.  Explain how they will 

compose their own original advocacy letters. 

 

Check for Understanding: 

Answer any student questions in writing an advocacy letter.  Monitor student progress.  Review 

the students’ chosen organization to ensure they are valid and appropriate for advocating for 

human-animal homelessness and that the letters and mailing envelops are addressed to the 

correct address, department and person.  Students may choose to email their letters.   
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Guided Practice: 

Remind students to reflect on what they viewed in the My Dog is My Home exhibit.  Monitor 

student progress and answer any questions they may have in completing their letters and mailing 

envelopes or emails.   For those students utilizing email, assist students when logging in to the 

determined email account and submission. 

 

Closure: 

Have students share their chosen organizations and their advocacy letters with the class.  Have 

students place their letters in the addressed mailing envelopes or email their letters.  Explain how 

students may follow up with a phone call if they are waiting for a response from the 

organizations they have written to.  Have students share their responses from the organizations 

with the class once received.   

 

Independent Practice:   

If desired, students may edit their advocacy letters.     

Adaptations for students with learning disabilities: 

Students with learning disabilities will be teamed up with gifted students, and ESL students will 

be teamed up with bilingual students to assist them with any questions they may have in 

completing their advocacy letters.  Additional time may be spent with those students to assist 

them in completing their assignments as needed. 

 



My Dog is My Home 

 

 

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on: 

· Their ability to navigate the NMAS My Dog is My Home website and Lesson Three 

webpage. 

· Their selection of an appropriate organization. 

· Their letters and mailing envelops, or emails, being correctly addressed and formatted 

and free from spelling and grammatical errors. 
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My Dog is My Home:  Exhibit Assessment 

 

Student Handouts and Assignments: 

My Dog is My Home Handout 30% 

Family Portrait 25% 

NMAS Letter 15% 

Advocacy Letter:  15% 

 

Other: 

Class Participation:  5% 

Listening Skills:  5% 

Student Behavior (remained on task, respectful of others, and cooperative): 5% 

 

Total________ / 100% 

 



My Dog is My Home 

 

Related Issues For Further Study 

·   Teen runaway populations 

·   LGBTQ homeless populations 

·   Domestic abuse & homelessness 

·   Poverty 

·   Substance abuse & addiction 

·   Animal sheltering 

·   Advocacy 

·   Volunteering & service learning 

·   Portrait painting & photography 

·   Active citizenship 

·   Community building 

·   Job loss & economics 
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Advocacy Letters 

Below is a template for drafting your advocacy letter and a sample advocacy letter.  To ensure 
that your letter is effective in communicating your message to the policy maker of your choice, 
please follow the following steps and formatting. 
 

l Be straightforward and brief in making your point.   
l Limit your letter to one page if possible. 
l Provide relevant information and supporting facts to substantiate your position. 
l Follow up on your letter with an email or phone call if you do not receive a response in a 

timely manner. 
 
 
Date 
 
Your Name 
Street Address  
City, State, Zip Code  
Phone Number  
 
Name of Recipient / Title 
Street Address  
City, State, Zip 
 
Re: The Issue 
 
Dear Mr. / Mrs. ___________:  
 
Introduction: Briefly discuss the issue you are trying to resolve and what the recipient of the 
letter may do to solve the problem.   (1 paragraph)    
 
Main Body:  Discuss the issue in further detail and explain why your cause matters to you, 
friends, family, animals, and the community. Substantiate your cause with relevant facts to 
support your position.  (1-2 paragraphs) 
 
Solution:  State what you feel is the solution to resolving the issue. (1 paragraph) 
 
Conclusion:  Briefly summarize the issue and what action you would like the recipient to take to 
help resolve the problem.  Include examples of how their action will improve the situation and 
whom it will benefit.  Ask for a response to let you know what action will be taken and how to 
contact you (phone number or email address).  Thank the recipient for taking the time to address 
the issue.  (1 paragraph) 
 
Sincerely  
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Your Name 
 

Sample Advocacy Letter Encouraging a Co-Sheltering Policy at a Shelter 
 

To Whom It May Concern,   
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the animals that are living in abusive households.  When there is 
an abuser in a home, everyone is affected, including the family pets.  It has been reported that 
71% of pets from abusive households have been harmed either verbally or physically, and in 
most cases people are afraid to leave their situation for fear of what will happen to their animal 
companions. Allowing these people to bring their animal companions with them to a shelter 
could be the final step in escaping a terrible situation.  Not only will having their animals help 
them leave, but the unconditional love of an animal often plays a large role in recovery.   
 
This is an issue that is starting to become more apparent, and shelters have begun making 
changes to accommodate these animals.  Shelters can employ the use of folding animal crates.  If 
funds are not easily available, the organization Pets of the Homeless 
(http://www.petsofthehomeless.org/) will work with shelters to provide folding crates, food 
bowls, and cleaning materials.  It is important that if possible, the crates can be placed next to 
beds as opposed to outside as interviews have shown that individuals often refuse service if their 
companion has to be kept outside. If there is a concern for allergies, rooms could be set aside for 
those specifically with such allergies, or special rooms just for individuals with their companions 
to avoid discomfort.  However, if keeping the animals with their humans is not a possibility, 
special kennel rooms, such as the ones used at PATH in Los Angeles, could be set up. It may 
seem like a daunting task, but there are many grants that are available specifically for helping 
animals in need.  The RedRover organization has compiled a list of these grants which can be 
found at http://www.redrover.org/grants-organizations. There is also a guide available 
specifically for implementing animal kennels within shelters created by the SAF-T initiative 
which can be located at http://alliephillips.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/SAF-T-Start-Up-
Manual-2012.pdf  
 
However, if implementing animal sheltering is simply not possible, a common solution is to start 
a foster network.  The website The Pet Foster Network has a helpful guide on starting this kind of 
program and can be found at 
http://www.petfoster.org/Documents/Successful_foster_program.pdf.  
 
These individuals have taken it upon themselves to care for these creatures; and by doing so, they 
place the animal’s needs before their own. Shouldn’t they receive that same kind of compassion, 
even if only for a night? Please consider making these changes as they could vastly improve the 
lives of both humans and their animal companions.   
  

Sincerely, 


